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Texas Gov. Perry Sends Chief Of Staff To State High Court 
 
 
By Jess Davis 
 
Law360, Dallas (November 26, 2012, 3:41 PM ET) -- Gov. Rick Perry on Monday announced he has 
appointed his chief of staff, Jeffrey S. Boyd, the newest justice on the Texas Supreme Court, where on 
Dec. 3 he will fill the seat vacated in September by Justice Dale Wainwright. 
 
Boyd has been the governor’s chief of staff since October 2011, and served nine months as the 
governor’s general counsel before the promotion. He also worked for the state attorney general’s office 
for three years, but spent most of his career in private practice with Thompson & Knight LLP, where he 
worked for 15 years. His appointment is subject to confirmation from the state senate, but he’s able to 
serve unconfirmed in the interim. 
 
"Jeff is a highly respected attorney who has consistently excelled throughout his years of private 
practice, his terms of public service, and his leadership of important charitable organizations,” Perry said 
in a statement Monday. “His addition to the court will continue to protect the rule of law and further 
the tradition of defending the freedoms that Texans so vigorously uphold. He has earned my confidence, 
and the confidence of those he has worked with in all his endeavors, because he has a brilliant legal 
mind, he is committed to preserving the rule of law, and he strives every day to live a life of fairness, 
integrity and compassion. I know he will bring this same commitment to the Texas Supreme Court, and 
we will all be better for it." 
 
The governor’s office did not immediately respond to questions about how Boyd was selected for the 
seat or who else was considered. Former Justice Wainwright left the court at the end of September to 
join Bracewell & Giuliani LLP’s Austin office, as a partner in the firm’s appellate practice. 
 
Boyd attended Abilene Christian University and the Pepperdine University School of Law, according to 
the governor’s office. He clerked for Fifth Circuit Judge Thomas M. Reavley out of law school, then 
joined Thompson & Knight as an associate in 1992, where he handled civil trial and appellate work 
focused on product liability, toxic torts, negligence defense and complex litigation, and was promoted to 
partner in 1998, according to the firm. 
 
Boyd spent three years as the deputy attorney general for civil litigation, serving under now-Sen. John 
Cornyn and current Attorney General Greg Abbott, where he was responsible for strategy and oversight 
of all the state’s civil litigation and worked as lead trial and appellate counsel in significant cases, 
according to his biography from Thompson & Knight. 
 
 



 
After he returned to the firm in 2003, he eventually led its government litigation practice group until 
2010, when Perry asked him to join his staff as general counsel. 
 
Attorneys who know Boyd cheered his appointment Monday, saying he's a well-rounded lawyer whose 
experience in the public and private sectors along with his calm demeanor gives him an ideal 
background for the court. 
 
Kent Sullivan, who heads the energy litigation group at Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP in Houston and 
Austin and is a former judge on the 14th Court of Appeals, has known Boyd for about a decade. They 
briefly overlapped at the attorney general's office around the time Boyd returned to the private sector 
and worked together on the Texas Supreme Court Rules Advisory Committee. 
 
"When Jeff speaks up, he is somebody who has given real consideration to an issue and always brings 
value to a discussion," Sullivan said Monday. "His demeanor is someone who's soft-spoken but very firm 
in his beliefs." 
 
Sullivan said Boyd's background as a front-line litigator and his work with the Rules Committee gives him 
an understanding of both the practical and policy considerations the Supreme Court addresses. Having 
to cope with the needs of representing clients while at the same time understanding the pitfalls of policy 
will give him the framework to be a sophisticated jurist, Sullivan said. 
 
Debora Alsup, a senior attorney in Thompson & Knight's appellate group, interviewed Boyd when he 
was joining the firm and worked with him on his first case. She said he is a "great legal mind" and was a 
successful litigator and a mentor to young lawyers at the firm. 
 
"I’m so, so proud," Alsup said Monday. "He is just one of the best and brightest of our partners and we 
couldn’t ask for a better jurist than he is going to be." 
 
Alsup said Boyd's work with Perry is a positive — giving up a more lucrative job to be the governor's 
general counsel shows his committement to public service, reinforced by Boyd's community service 
work in Austin. 
 
She described him as thoughtful and deliberate, the kind of lawyer who will consider all the angles 
before making a decision. 
 
"It's such an asset for Texas to have his integrity and legal mind helping intepret our laws and apply 
them fairly," she said. 
 
Boyd is something of an expert on Texas’s sovereign immunity laws. In 2005, he published a law review 
article on the substantive doctrine of sovereign immunity and the procedural practice surrounding pleas 
to the jurisdiction, and in 2009, authored an article about the how sovereign immunity collides with 
water rights. In the latter, he pointed out that “sovereign immunity exists in Texas only because the 
Texas Supreme Court has recognized it,” and said the court in theory could take away governmental 
immunity protection for water districts in the state. 
 
“Through the years, some Texas Supreme Court justices have indicated a willingness to reject sovereign 
immunity, at least in limited types of cases,” he wrote. “But overall, the court's opinions have reaffirmed 
the existence, scope and purpose of sovereign immunity, as well as its basic characteristics.” 
 
 
 
 



 
Boyd is also president of the Robert W. Calvert American Inn of Court and past president of the board of 
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas, according to the governor’s office. He is also past chairman of 
the board of Goodwill Industries of Central Texas, and a past board member of the Freedom of 
Information Foundation of Texas and Brentwood Christian School. He is also a past member of the State 
Bar of Texas Taskforce on Court Administration. 
 
--Editing by John Quinn. 
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