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Law360 Reveals The Global 20 Firms Of 2017 

By Cristina Violante 

Law360, New York (September 10, 
2017, 8:02 PM EDT) -- When it comes 
to having the global expertise to 
handle complex cross-border matters 
spanning multiple time zones, some 
firms stand out from the rest. Here, 
Law360 reveals its seventh annual 
ranking of the firms with the biggest 
international presence. 
 
Jumping into first place this year 
is White & Case LLP. The New York 
City-based powerhouse 
leapfrogged Allen & Overy LLP, which 
held the No. 1 spot for the past two 
years. Baker McKenzie, Hogan Lovells 
LLP and Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP round out the top five of 
2017’s most global firms. 

In order to make the Global 20, firms 
are evaluated based on a host of 
quantitative and qualitative factors. 
In terms of the numbers, each firm 
must have office locations in 
numerous countries, and a significant 
portion of their attorneys and offices 
must be outside of their home 
country. 
 
Headcount alone does not make a 
firm global, and those that made the 
ranking vary dramatically in size. On 
one end is Shearman & Sterling LLP, 
with just over 800 attorneys in 20   
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offices worldwide. On the other is legal giant Dentons, with 10 times that headcount and over 8,000 
lawyers in 150 offices. 
 
The average Global 20 firm has grown since last year. The typical firm on this ranking is about 200 
attorneys larger and has two more offices than in 2016. 

 
 

But it’s not just growth that lands a firm on the Global 20. Each player on this list is also scored based on 
both the range and the complexity of its international work. On any given week, these firms are handling 
matters as varied as antitrust disputes at the European Commission in Brussels, arbitration cases at 
the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes in Washington and hundreds of deals 
worldwide. 
 
Such rigorous cross-border work requires even the smaller powerhouses to maintain a presence in key 
cities. Having outposts in financial hubs such as Beijing, Hong Kong, London and New York is a must, 
while locations such as Brussels, Paris and D.C. are also high up on the list. 
 
A few hot spots saw significant growth among Global 20 firms over the past year, especially Germany, 
Australia and Brazil. In Germany, for example, the 15 firms for which year-over-year data is available 
grew their attorney ranks by 12 percent — a trend that multiple firms attributed to the United 
Kingdom’s vote to leave the European Union. 
 
But while firms may be bulking up their Germany offices as a reaction to Brexit, experts say it’s too soon 
to interpret Brexit’s full effects on the U.K. legal market. Global 20 firms grew their London offices by 
nearly 7 percent over the past year, but they say that is as much due to the demand for dealmaking and 
transactional work as it is the need for regulatory advice spawned by Brexit. 



 

  



 

 

 
With a collective 900-plus offices in over 250 cities, the Global 20 regularly navigate legal markets that 
are foreign to the typical U.S.- or U.K.-based firm. The average Global 20 firm has more than half of its 
attorneys outside its home country — in locations as diverse as Kuwait, Mauritius and Kazakhstan. 
 
Even in countries such as India, where foreign firms are not allowed to operate, many firms on this list 
have found a way to get in on the action. Indian companies are increasingly turning to international 
firms to handle their outbound mergers and acquisitions matters, foreign capital markets offerings and 
international arbitration. 
 
With such a large global footprint, many firms on this list are forgoing set geographic headquarters in 
favor of a more broad, all-encompassing identity, latching onto the “polycentric” approach pioneered by 
Dentons. 

 



 

 

In an age when many clients are multinational corporations requiring expertise that goes beyond one 
practice area or industry, having a bench that spans jurisdictions and crosses continents is imperative. 
Each of the firms on this list has stretched the boundaries, delivering to clients on many fronts. 
 
--Editing by Jeremy Barker and Christine Chun.  
 
Methodology: Law360 surveyed law firms about their global attorney headcounts, office locations and 
cross-border and international work between April 1, 2016, and April 1, 2017. Headcount and office 
information is as of March 31, 2017, except for Cleary Gottlieb, which is as of Dec. 31, 2016. 
 
Firms are ranked based on five factors: the percentage of the firm's attorneys located outside its home 
country; the number of offices outside the firm's home country; the number of countries where the firm 
has at least one office; the practice area breadth of the firm's cross-border and international work; and 
the size and complexity of the firm's cross-border and international work. 
 
If a firm has no designated home country, Law360 used the country where the most attorneys are based 
as a “home” country in order to calculate the firm’s rank. 
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