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Trial attorneys learn to tell a story well and put prior events in perspective. That may be why a  
recent conversation with Lew Wiener about his legal career and advisory role at Rockefeller College 
was actually a thoughtful and reflective narrative. Wiener, who is a partner and head of the financial 
services litigation practice group at Sutherland Asbill & Brennan in Washington DC, related his  
story by pointing out the experiences, from college to the courtroom, that prepared him for each  
step of his career.  

In his narrative, Wiener describes his political science education at Rockefeller College as a  
cornerstone and building block of his career. “I learned a legal standard in law school,” said Wiener, 

“but my political science education helped me see the process and politics of government in action.”  
More importantly perhaps, given his career as a litigator, Wiener found the critical appraisal he faced 

as an undergraduate made him a better thinker — more discerning in analysis, more skeptical of the easy answer, and more willing to 
push himself past his comfort level to find meaning in a concept or theory.

A second part of his narrative began in 1994, when he left private practice to join the Department of Justice (DOJ) during the Clinton 
administration.  In 1996, Wiener became lead counsel in the largest class action case ever brought against the federal government.  
The Cobell case involved federal management of trust accounts for mineral, mining, and oil leases of Indian lands dating back to 1887.  
The case was daunting and terribly complex, and in Wiener’s view, “not the finest moment for the US.”  Nevertheless, the work drew 
on every skill he had and allowed him to forge alliances with dedicated and talented colleagues. Wiener left DOJ in 2000, as a better 
and far more careful attorney, with an abiding appreciation for public service.

Wiener then joined Sutherland and the lessons kept coming. Every case provided a new opportunity to meet interesting people,  
learn another business, and speak the language of a new client. And his work is not solely limited to financial services litigation.  
In his pro bono work for the firm, Wiener has had to learn new areas of the law and work outside his comfort zone, reminiscent of his 
undergraduate days.

The narrative wound full circle as Wiener entered a new relationship with the University at Albany and Rockefeller College. For the 
past seven years, Lew has been a co-chair of the College’s Advisory Board, working with the dean and university leaders on matters of 
strategic significance to the College. More recently, Lew was elected to the Board of Directors of the University at Albany Foundation.  
As Lew tells it, he never envisioned his current relationship with the University, nor how deeply satisfying it would be to give back to 
the institution that provided the intellectual foundation for his career.

State and Local Government Experts Join Advisory Board 
Rockefeller College is delighted to announce the addition of two distinguished public servants to its Advisory Board. Interim Dean David  
Rousseau noted that the new advisors, Nancy G. Groenwegen and Barbara VanEpps, bring critical insight and balance to the board’s work. 

“As a public affairs program, so much of our thinking is about the College’s critical connections to government,” said Rousseau. “It is so  
important to have advisors who understand the challenging circumstances faced by state and local governments.”  

Coming Full Lew Wiener:
From Student to Trusted Advisor

Nancy Groenwegen was appointed Counsel to 
the Comptroller by State Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli in December 2010. In her role as general 
counsel, Ms. Groenwegen leads a team of 50 
lawyers, providing advice to the Comptroller and 
the operating divisions of the agency. Prior to this 
appointment, Nancy served as the New York State 
Commissioner of Civil Service, serving in tandem 
as President of the Civil Service Commission.  

Before being appointed as commissioner, Ms. Groenwegen served as an 
assistant attorney general in the New York State Department of Law under 
Attorneys General Robert Abrams and Eliot Spitzer. Nancy earned a BA 
in political science from the University at Albany, and her law degree from 
Boston University School of Law. She was named the Outstanding Alumna 
of the Department of Political Science in 2008, and she is the 2011  
recipient of the University at Albany Alumni Association’s Excellence in 
Service Award. 

Barbara VanEpps is the Deputy Director of the  
New York State Conference of Mayors and 
Municipal Officials(NYCOM). In addition to her 
administrative duties, Barbara handles municipal  
finance matters and NYCOM’s legislative  
advocacy efforts. She authored position papers 
titled “You Can’t Cap What You Can’t Control” 
and “Connecting the Dots: A Blueprint for Revital-
izing Our Communities and Our State.” Barbara 

has increased NYCOM’s visibility at the State Capitol and strengthened  
its relationship with larger cities in New York State.

Prior to her employment at NYCOM, Barbara served in the Office of the 
New York State Division of Budget as a principal budget examiner work-
ing primarily on local government issues and programs. Barbara holds a 
BA from Binghamton University and an MPA from Rockefeller College.  
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